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Without which no Engliſhman can be a free 
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N OF RIGHT S. 
Man, nor the Engliſh Nation a free People. 


I. HE making of Laws for this Realm is, by the Conſtitution, lodged in the Hands of King, Lords of 
Parliament, and the Repreſentatives of the Commons. 
II. Every Individual of the Commons of this Realm (Infants, inſane Perſons, and Criminals only excepted) is, 


of common Right, and by the Laws of God, a free Man, 


and intitled to the full Enjoyment of Political Liberty. 


III. It is effential to an Engliſhman's political Liberty that he have an actual Share, either in Legiſlation 
itſelf, or in the 7 of thoſe who are to frame the Laws; which, although they ought to protect him in the 
e 


full Enjoyment of tho 
fabricated to the Deſtruction of his Perſon, his Property, 
IV. It is the Right of the Commons of England to 


abſolute Rights, that are veſted in him by the immutable Laws of Nature, may yet be 


his religious Freedom, Family, and Fame. 
ele a new Houſe of Parliament Once at leaſt in every 


Year: Becauſe, whenever a Parliament continues in being for a longer Term than one Seſſion, then Thouſands 
who, ſince it was choſen, have attained to Man's Eſtate, and are therefore entitled to enter into immediate 
Poſſeſſion of that elective Power which is their beſt and moſt ſacred Inheritance, are in that Caſe unjuſtly denied 


their Right and excluded from Freedom. 


Note 1ſt. The Rich and the Poor being of the ſame Species, are under 
the ſame Laws of Nature, and being alike capable of Benefit or Injury from 
their Rulers, they neceſſarily have, in the Election of thoſe Rulers, the 
* fame Rights. But the Rich, in defence of their Liberty and Property, 

have every Advantage which Wealth, Knowledge, and the purchaſed Ser- 
vices of others can afford them ; while the Poor, deſtitute of all theſe, 
have no Security but in the Furity of Legiſlation, nor any Means of Self- 
defence, but in retaining their Share of the eleftive Power. 

The Poor then, have an equal Right, but more need, to elect Repreſen- 
fatives than the Rich, He that is free, poſſeſſes that which is more to be 
valued than Riches; but, robbed of Liberty, he is Poor indeed! 

Note 2d. Thoſe Engliſhmen who have uo Vorgg for electing Repre- 
ſentatives, are not free Men, as the Rights of Nature and the Conſtitution 
of their Country require; but are enſlaved to the Repreſentatives of thoſe 
who have Votes: For, to be enſlaved, is to have no ill of cur cwn in the 
Choice of Law-makers, but to be governed by Rulers whom other .Men 

have ſet over us. This was the unhappy Condition of the antient Villani 

or Villains; who being accounted not free, had no Votes for electing Re- 

preſentatives. But there being now, none who in Law are accounted not 

Free, there are conſequently none to whom we can pretend to deny the | 
ſacred Right of Election. 

Note 3d. For the making of Laws, our Conſtitution knows no ſuch 
Thing as virtual Repreſentation of Men who have no votes. Such as neg- 
le& to vote at all, and ſuch even as vote againſt the choſen Perſon are, 
It is true, virtually repreſented. But why? —Becaule the ſaid choſen Perſon 
repreſents the Community, or Body of Electors, and theſe Non-voters and 
Adverſe-voters are Members of that Community, or Body of Electors. 
Why does an Attorney at Law repreſent his Client? —Becauſe choſen ſo to 
do by that Client. Why does a parliamentary Attorney repreſent any par- 
ticular Community or Body of EleCtors ?—Becauſe choſen ſo to do by that 
Community or Body of Electors. Beyond the Limits of Hlection, there 
can be no Repreſentation whatever, either complete or virtual. Where 
there is no Repreſentation, there is no conſtitutional Power of Taxation or 
Legiſlation. Who ever heard that the Attorney of John ſhall diſpoſe of the 
Property of Thomas, becauſe John and Thomas happen to reſide in the 
ſame Town or County? Neither is the Member choſen by One Commu- 
nity the Repreſentative of any other Community; much leſs of all other 
Communities in the Kingdom. The Member choſen to repreſent York- 
ſhire is undoubtedly, with others, a Joint-legi/lator for the whole Kingdom; 


| but to call him who is choſen by Yorkſhire alone, the Repreſentative of all 


England, is to trifle with Words, and to confound Ideas which are totally 
diſtinct. If, on Occaſion of a joint Concern, Three Partners, John, Tho- 
mas, and Samuel, appoint each his ſeparate Attorney, to be paid out of his 
ſeparate Purſe, to follow his ſeparate Inſtructions, and to take care of his 
ſeparate Intereſt, at the ſame Time that he was required to promote the 
joint Intereſt of the whole Partnerſhip, each Perſon ſo appointed is ſtill the 
Attorney of his own Principal, and not the Attorney cf the Partnerſhip. 
As no one could be the Attorney of the Partnerſhip without being choſen 
by the Partnerſhip ; ſo no Member of Parliament can be the Attorney or 
Repreſentative of the whole Kingdom until choſen by the whole Kingdom. 

Note 4th. By the Operation of One unconſtitutional and wicked Law 
(the disfranchiſing Statute of 8 Hen, VI.) about Nine-tenths of the Engliſh 


| Nation are at this Day totally debarred from their Birthright of voting for 


Members of Parliament, which was a ſacred Inheritance and Right of Na- 
ture enjoyed by their free Anceſtors, until the enacting of that Statute : 
And by the Operation of another iniquitous Law (the Septennial Act) the 
remaining Tenth Part are alſo debarred, Six Years in every Seven ! 

As, by the IVth Article, it is demonſtrated, that no Parliament could 
poſſe(s Authority to prolong its own Exiſtence beyond one Scflion ; fo it is 
alſo evident that any Submiſſion on the Part of the People to the Injuſtice 
of the /eptennial or triennial Statutes, could not weaken their Right to a 
ſeſſional Choice of Repreſentatives. 

Note 5th. Parliaments of One Seſſion were the Uſage of England from 
the remoteſt Antiquity, down to the Reign of Charles the Firſt. Not a 
ſingle Diſadvantage to Liberty from the Shortneſs of ſeſſional Parliaments 
was ever recorded in Hiſtory, But the Evils of long Parliaments—Are they 
not written in Tears and in Blood! And have ſuch Parliaments left us 
aught of Liberty but the Name ! | 

Note 6th. With the poor Exception then, of One Year of Freedom in 
every Seven, and in favour of only One Tenth Part of the Nation, it is . 
demonſtrated, that the People of England are conſtantly taxed without being 
repreſented, and compelled to obey Laws to which they never gave Aſſent. 
Are not thele the very Definitions of Slavery! And are not Engliſhmen 


"thus degraded to a level with the very Cattle in the Field and the Sheep in 


the Fold, which are a Property to thoſe who rule over them, and have no 
Voice to ſay, Why are we bought and fold ? Why are we yoked and laden 
with heavy Burthens? Why are we fleeced and led to the Slaughter ? 


For the great Conſtitutional Right and Duty, as well as the Wiſdom and the Neceſſity of being ARMED for Defence 
of the Peace, the Laws and the Liberties of our Country, ſee the following Authorities and Arguments. 


« YOU that be Lieutenant and Gentlemen of command in your Coun- 
“ ties, I require you to take care that the People be well ARMED, and 
„in Readineſs upon all Occaſions.” [Q. Elizabeth to both Houſes of 
4% Parliament. | 

44 It is the Duty of al! free Men to have Arms ;” [De Laud. Leg. Angl. 
c. 44.] “Arms of Defence and Peice;” [Bracton, lib. iv. c. 4.] Un- 
« der Peril of Fine;” LN. Bacon, p. 64. Stat. Win, c. 6. 33 Hen. viii. 
c. 9.] “ And not only to be armed, but to be expert in Arms.” [33 Hen. 
viii, c. 9. Free Militia, p. 14, 18. Legal Mode of ſuppreſſing Riots, p.13.] 

„The Common and Statute Laws of the Realm, in Force at this Day, 
« give the civil State iu every County a Power, which, if it were per- 
* fectly underſtood, and continually prepared, would effectually quell any 

Riot or Inſurrection, without Aſſiſtance from the military, and even 
* without the modern Riot act.“ Since the Muſtet and Bayonet are 
« found by Experience to be the moſt effectual Arms, all Perſons, who con- 
« ſtitute the Power of a County, are bound to be competently ſkilled in 
e the Uſe of them,” —** * ſince the only ſafe and certain Mode of uſing 
« them with effect is by Acting in a Body, it is the Duty of the whole 
& civil State to know the Platoon Exerciſe, and to learn it in Companies.” 
[Legal Mode of ſuppreſſing Riots, p. 5, 13-] | 

The Defence of the Conſtitution was in % People at large.” [Dobbs 
on Volunteers, p. 8.] 

© The Cuſtom of the Nation has been to train up the Freeholders to 
% Diſcipline.” CLAland's De Laud. Leg. Angl. c. 44.] 

„% "Thoſe who have the Command of the Arms iu a Country, are maſters 
&« of the State.” [Ariſtotle's Polit. viii. g.J | 

« No Nation ever kept up an Army in Times of Peace, which did not 
« loſe its Liberties. [ Polit. Diſq. Vol. II. 349.] 

* No Kingdom can be ſecured, otherwiſe than by arming the People. 
„The Poſſeſſion of Arms is the Diſtinction between a Freeman and a 
& Slave.” [ Fletcher, 307. Pol. Diſq. Vol. II. 390.] 

Had the Londoners but uniformly acted upon the above Principles of 
conſtitutional Defence, their Property and Habitations, in June 1780, in- 
ſtead of being at the Mercy of an abandoned and contemptible Mob, had 
been in perfect Quiet and Security, that Mob had not ſpread Terror and 
Diſmay whereever it bent its licentious Courſe, nor wrapt in Flames what- 
ever became the Object of its capricious Fury. 

And had the Inhabitants in general on that Occaſion aſſembled in armed 
Companies and defended their City, as their Duty required, the juſt Sen- 
tence of offended Law had not ſince levied on them its FIN ES, in Puniſh- 
ment of their diſgraceful Negligence for ſuffering Individuals to be pillaged 

and their Houſes to be burnt at Noon Day, Chapels to be violated, and 


Priſons to be broken down, and the Reſidence and Property of Millions to 
be threatened with one common and inſtant Ruin ; as though it were a 
City without Laws, without Magiſtrates, without Citizens ; where every 
Thing was deſerted and given up as a Spoil to the moſt brutiſh and ſenſe- 
leſs Deſtroyers that ever trampled Order, Juſtice, and Humanity under Foot. 
Good God ! Can the Inhabitants of London recal this Scene of Horror and 
Anarchy to their Minds, and yet neglect to form armed Aſſociations in every 
Ward, in every Pariſh, in every Street ! | 
Nor is the Property of the unarmed leſs inſecure than their domeſtic 
Goverament and civil Liberties. For, if a People, through an unaccount- 
able Supineneſs and Infatuation, will altogether abandon the Poſſeſſion and 
Uſe of Arms to a mercenary Army, that Army in time of War will be 
ſubject to a Deteat, which, if none elſe be armed, may in one Inſtant tranſ- 
ter the Government to a foreign Invader; as actually happened to our An- 
ceſtors, when King Harold was defeated at Haſtings, and William the Nor- 
mals ' a ſingle Battle, became at once the Conqueror and the Tyrant of 
England. | 

With this inſtructive Event before our Eyes, at a Time when we know 
not how ſoon it may be the Turn of England herſelf to be the Theatre 
of a War, originating in her own Injuſtice and Want of Wiſdom ;—with 
the Horrors of a burning Capital (till freſh in every Mind, while no Reſort 
has yet been had to effectual Meaſures of future Prevention ;—with the 
Recollection how inſidiouſly deſigning Miniſters ſuffered every ancient Law 
for arming the Inhabitants at large to fall into Diſuſe and Forgetfulneſs, 
while a military Power, abhorrent to our Laws and Conſtitution, was con- 
ſtantly kept to overawe us, and made on too many Occaſions a ſhocking 
inſtrument for enforcing the civil Authority ;—and with the Evidence alſo 
of a Seven-years bloody Conteſt for eſtabliſhing in America Taxation with- 
out Repreſentation, to convince us that there is no Principle of the Conſti- 
tution, however ſacred, which a mere Army will ever regard; —with all 
theſe awful Warnings before our Eyes, it is to be hoped we ſhall no longer 
neglect the indiſpenſible Duty of arming in defence of all that is dear to us, 
or that can be dear to our Poſterity ; that our Repreſentatives will no longer 
neglect to adapt the antient arming Laws to the Weapons now in Uſe ; that 
Men of Rank, Fortune, and public Spirit will no longer delay to promote 
armed Aſſociations at a Time when thoſe conſtitutional Stateſmen who 
now preſide over our Affairs, like the wiſe Miniſters of the immortal Eli- 
zabeth, encourage a Syſtem of national Defence moſt agreeable to the Ge- 
nius of our free Government; a Syſtem which, while it ſhould give internal 
Security to our Illand, would hereafter enable thoſe Miniſters to retrench 
from the preſent Expence of internal Defence, in order to augment our 


external Bulwark the Navy. 


